
Czechs appeal to their leaders on the eve of confrontation
FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

PRAGUE, JULY 26

A message to the Praesidium of
the communist party was carried
on the front page of a special
edition of Literarni Limy, the
journal of the Writers' Union, pub-
lished today . It was written by
Mr . Pavel Kohout, the playwright,
and has already been signed by
most of Czechoslovakia's leading
writers and intellectuals. The text
is :

' Comrades, we are writing to you
on the eve of your meeting with
the Politburo of the Soviet party
at which you will discuss the fate
of all of us . As many times before
in the history of mankind a few
men will decide the fate of mil-
lions . It is difficult and we want to
help you by expressing our sup-
port.

The history of our countries
over the past centuries is a history

of bondage. Except for two short
intervals we have been condemned
to create our national existence
illegally . We have several times
stood on the brink of disaster.

That is why our nations have
welcomed so fervently the derruY'
cracy brought by the liberatiotf in
1918 . It was incomplete. den-
cracy because it did not give is
working citizens social security,
and yet it was the working cloy
who, in the Munich crisis, mans
fested most strongly its resolution
to defend this democracy . All the
more fervently did our nations
welcome the socialism brought by
the liberation of 1945 . It was in-
complete socialism because it
failed to give its working citizens
creative freedom . We did strive
for it, however, and we started to
find it after January this year.

The moment has come when,
after many centuries, we have
found the beginnings of hope not
only for ourselves but also for

others . The moment has come
when we can give the world proof
that socialism is not an emergent
solution for under-develope
countries but the only true alters
tive for civilization.
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comrades who by their
declarations prove their lack of
knowledge of our development
and situation . We are act
of crimes we have not commi
Intentions are attributed to
which we did not and do not ha

task to prevent such a danger.
It is your mission to convince
the leading representatives of the
Soviet Communist Party that the
process of regeneration in our
country must be carried out in
accordance with the interests of
our country and of progressive
forces in all continents.

All we are stjiving for can be
expressed in fo
ism, alliance,
freedom.
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serious mistakes which have
brought us to the brink of crisis in
the past.

Explain to your partners that
the extreme voices which are heard

here and there in our internal dis-
cussions are precisely the products
of the bureaucratic police system
which has stifled creative thought
for so long and pushed a number
of people into internal opposition.

Convince them by quoting
innumerable examples to show
that the authority of the party and
the position of socialism here are
incomparably stronger now than
ever before . Tell them that we
need freedom, peace, and time to
become better and more reliable
allies than before.

Simply speak on behalf of the
people who in these days have
ceased to be simply an abstract
term and have become a force
creating history.

"Comrades Barbirek, Bilak,
Cernik, Dubcek, Kolder, Kriegel,
Piller, Riga, Sekovsky . Spacek,
and Svetska, Comrades Kapek.
Lenart, and Simon, it may be that
you do not all share the same
views. Some of you . though you
have helped to bring about the

January events, are being sharply
criticized for your pre-January
mistakes . Such is the fate of poli-
ticians, and the seven months since
January have shown that no one
intends to turn this criticism into
a vendetta . It would be tragic if
the personal feelings of any one of
you were to overcome the respon-
sibility you now carry for
14,361,000 people, among whom
you yourselves belong.

Act, explain, but unanimously
defend the way we have embarked
upon and which we do not intend
to leave alive. During the next
few days we will follow your deal-
ings hour by hour . We await your
reports with impatience . We think
of you . Keep us in mind . You
are writing a fateful page of the
history of Czechoslovakia . Write
with deliberation but, above all.
with courage . We trust you . At
the same time we appeal to all
citizens who agree with us to sup-
port this message.
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cause . Our sovereignty guaran-
will turn like a boomerang against

	

tees that we will not repeat the
our judges, destroy our efforts
and tragically damage the idea of
socialism for a great many years
to come in the whole world.

Comrades, it is your historic
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