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Brazilians arrive in
envoy still heldAlgiers

BY HUGH O'SHAUGHNESSY

" TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES "
will delay the release of Herr
Ehrenfried von Holleben, the
German envoy to Brazil, until to-
morrow according to a com-
munique from his guerilla kid-
nappers reported by Reuter.

The release of the ambassador
had been expected yesterday as
the 40 Brazilian political prison-
ers whose release had been
demanded by the guerillas were
set at liberty in Algiers.

The last minute hitch came
after a day of tension during
which the Brazilian news media
had followed Government instruc-
tions and bowed to the guerillas'
demands for the publication and
transmission of messages.

'Confusion
Radio Nacional in Rio de

Janeiro had broadcast a message,
! from the "A" Commando of a
group calling it self Acdo Gui-

; maries Brito seeking authorisa-
fion from some other guerilla
group for the release of the
kidnapped envoy. Herr von

f ew .
I-lolleben has been detained
since Thursday when he was
abducted by a guerilla band
after a gun fight in the streets
of Rio.

Earlier yesterday there had
been confusion over the guerilla
messages which had hitherto
been authenticated with the
signature of the Ambassador.

Meanwhile the prisoners
released in Algiers late on Mon-
day night, 34 men and six women
together with four children,
showed physical evidence of
what they claimed was the tor-
tures they had undergone while
in captivity.

The former political prisoners,
who arrived handcuffed in pairs
at Dar-el-Beida airport in the
Algerian capital after a flight in
a chartered aircraft of the Brazi-
lian airline Varig, said that they
had experienced various methods
of torture including beatings,
electric shock treatment, sus-
pension for long periods from
poles . A 22-year-old girl, Vera
Silvia Araiijo Magalhaes who was

taken from the aircraft in a
wheelchair as a result of the
treatment she had received in
prison . Sexual organs, she said,
were a favourite target of the
torturers, according to Reuter.
Daniel Arrau Reis, a 24-year-old
who exhibited scarcely healed
wounds on his forearms, accord- .
ing to UPI . claimed that 18
members of the group had been
subjected to a mock execution
before leaving Brazil.

In Brazil the incident has been i
somewhat overshadowed by the
feats of the Brazilian team in the
World Cup which is monopolizing
public attention . There is specu-
lation that the delay in the '
release of the envoy may respond
to the wish of his kidnappers to
get the maximum international
coverage for the reports of the
released detainees in Algeria
and to make a bigger impact
with the kidnapping in the local,
press which for the past month
has been subject to an even more
rigorous censorship than usual '
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